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PROM MR. CUMMIMQMAM, ACTIMO 
regard ins torn recohmendaiion that hw mouhdins be 
LIFTED 28 FEB, BHD THAT NORMAL OFHS AT □»* RESUMED « 

barch. hgs cannot concur at this tire for fold reasons, 

A. at present tire. 27/mme, search party has hot located 

sufficient structural vreckage to permit analysis or 
failure causes. AS noted ref s, SAD ME th search area in 

FOOTHILLS, MITH VISIBILITY DOM. TO ABOUT SS 'EET. HAS ^ 

drastically limited effective search, portions 

«RE FOUND BEFORE DARE OH 28 FEB. BUT NO SIGN OF MINOS AND 

Fuselage or tail section, search mill 
enough mreckaoe is found to enable investigation 

FUL. 
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B, SEN LEDFORD AND | j# WHO VISITEB| 

AFTER ACCIDENT, LEFT WITH NO FI** #*»CLUSION ABOUT WHAT NAT 
HAVE CAUSED WHAT APPEARS TO HAVf%EEN SOME FOUR OF CATASTRO- 


PHIC FAILURE. ORIGINAL THOUGHT WAS THAT PILOT MIGHT HAVE 
SEEN CAUGHT IN JET WASH AFTER REFUELING 3REAK0FF, BUT AFTER 
HIS AND TANKER CREW DEBRIEFING, THIS POSSIBILITY RULED OUT. 
THEREFORE, MO WAY OF TELLING IF CAUSE OF RIGHT WING FAILURE, 
APPARENTLY ALL WAY TO WINS ROOT# COULD BE COMMON TO REST 


OF FLEET. 342 WAS OUR OLDEST 


BIRD, AND HAD SUSTAINED LANDING ACCIDENTI I SOME TIME 

AGO WITH MAJOR STRUCTURAL REPAIR THEREAFTER, SO THIS FACT 

. . v 

MUST BE EXAMINED IN EVIDENCE AS WELL. 

2. PILOT HAD REPORTEDLY REFERRED TO AND “VIBRATION* 

OF SOME SORT PRIOR TO ACFT BREAKUP# BUT SINCE NOS HAS NOT 
HEARD DEBRIEF I NO AS YET, CAN ONLY ADD THESE ITEMS TO LIST 
OF UNKNOWNS AT MOMENT. IN ANY EVENT, FOR US TO RESUME 
FLIGHTS WITHOUT SOME BETTER HANDLE ON POSSIBLE PROBLEM 
COMMONALITY THAN WE HAVE NOW WOULD APPEAR UNWISE, SINCE 
ANY ACCIDENT FOR WHATEVER REASON WHERE PILOT MIGHT BE 
KILLED WOULD LEAD TO SUPPOSITION THAT TWO WERE SOMEHOW 


CONNECTED. 


SUGGEST YOUR EXPLANATION TO 


AND OTHERS 


BE IN LOW KEY THAT FURTHER FLIGHTS UNTIL WRECKAGE 
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M2 LOCATED VOULD NOT 8E ADOPT l M BEST CONSERVATIVE COURSE* 
SILL XEEP YOU IN THE LOOP AS DEVELOPMENTS OCCUR AND VILL 
OISCUSS VHOLE MATTER NITK SEN. LEDFORD ON MIS RETURN 

2S FEES* 
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